Phylogenetic analysis, a method that biologists use to infer evolutionary relationships between species, can be used to trace the ancestry of folk tales such as Little Red Riding Hood.
Lab fruitflies may soon all face the same limited menu.
Matthew Piper and his colleagues at University College London have developed a synthetic foodstuff for fruitflies (Drosophila melanogaster) that is made up of precise amounts of amino acids, vitamins and sugars that the insects need.
Feeding diverse foods to flies, as is common in labs, can drastically change their metabolism, but giving a standard food to all lab flies would ensure that it does not influence experimental results.
The researchers note that flies raised on the synthetic food grow more slowly and are less fertile than those fed a mix of sugar and yeast, suggesting that there are improvements to be made. 
QUANTUM PHYSICS
A record-breaking quantum bit
Physicists have stored a quantum bit of information at room temperature for more than 39 minutes, smashing the previous record of just 2 seconds.
Mike Thewalt at Simon Fraser University in Burnaby, Canada, and his colleagues stored the bit in the nuclear spins of ionized phosphorus atoms embedded in a highly enriched silicon crystal, using optical and radio-frequency light to encode and read out the bit. The next step is to find a reliable way to connect the nuclear spin state memory to the electronic spin states of atoms, which are more likely to be used in quantum computer The increase in cases of coeliac disease over the past 50 years or so cannot be pinned on the increasing gluten content of wheat, according to an analysis of varieties of the crop going back to the 1920s.
Some researchers have pegged the rise in the disease -an immune response to the wheat protein gluten -to modern varieties of wheat bred to contain more protein. Donald Kasarda of the Western Regional Research Center in Albany, California, compiled data on the amount of protein in US wheat crops over the past century.
Although Kasarda's analysis showed that the protein level in wheat remained largely unchanged, he did find that people now consume more wheat and foods containing gluten as an additive. This, he suggests, could account for the increase in coeliac disease since the mid-twentieth century. 
Sex messes with a sea slug's head
A tiny sea slug found on Australia's Great Barrier Reef stabs its sexual partners through the head with a specialized probe, apparently to inject secretions that influence its partners' behaviour after mating.
Rolanda Lange of Monash University in Melbourne, Australia, and her colleagues observed 16 matings between 20 individuals of a newly discovered sea slug (Siphopteron sp.) that has a two-part penis. In all cases, seconds after the animal had inserted its penile bulb into a sexual partner to transfer
EVOLUTION

Fish babies bigger in toxic waters
Live-bearing fish in sulphurrich springs give birth to fewer, larger young than counterparts in non-toxic waters.
Rüdiger Riesch at the University of Sheffield, UK, and his colleagues studied nine species of fish, including the guppy (Poecilia reticulata), which have independently flourished in sulphur springs in the United States, the Caribbean and South America.
The researchers show that sperm, it stabbed the other part -a specialized needlelike structure (pictured) -into the head of its mate.
Related sea-slug species are known to inject prostate secretions in a similar manner, but not to the head. The authors suggest that this species is targeting the neural ganglia near the injection site, and that the secretions manipulate the behaviour of the sperm receiver. 
